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Story! The lack of primary research and reliance on dated secondary sources was the most 
disappointing aspect of the book. The authors had not even engaged the latest scholarship, 
the most glaring omission being the highly praised Gallipoli 1915 by Canadian military 
historian	Tim	Travers,	published	in	2001,	and	the	first	study	by	a	Western	scholar	to	utilize	
the Turkish Military Archive. In general, moreover, there seemed an over-abundance 
of Australian sources for the Turkish story. Similarly, almost all the historic photos in 
this	book	are	sourced	from	the	Australian	War	Memorial.	Too	often,	we	get	the	Turkish	
story	as	seen	through	the	eyes	of	Australians.	While	acknowledging	the	lack	of	diaries	
and letters of Turkish soldiers because of high levels of illiteracy and cultural reasons, 
one expected to hear more Turkish voices.  
 In the last chapter the authors survey the rise of modern Turkey, Turkish migration 
to Australia since the 1960s, and the legacy of the campaign in Turkey and Australia, 
including	 an	 inconclusive	 survey	of	Turkish–Australian	migrants’	 views	 toward	 the	
commemoration of ANZAC Day in Australia.  It is a mixed bag and raises the question 
of whether the authors might have been better to concentrate on the campaign or its 
legacy	rather	than	attempt	to	cover	both	somewhat	superficially.
 In conclusion, Gallipoli: The Turkish Story is, at 166 pages, slight in stature but also 
scholarship. This book may have served its purpose of igniting interest in the Turkish side 
of the story but this reviewer laments the missed opportunity of actually telling the full 
story. It reveals that what we require is more publications and English translations of the 
work of Turkish scholars such as Professor Kanan Celik. In the meantime, I recommend 
Travers’s Gallipoli 1915, for this author has at least entered the archival trenches on the 
Turkish side and engaged the primary sources.

STEPHEN CLARKE
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THE HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRY, like the history of medicine generally, underwent major 
revision from the 1960s. Indeed psychiatry led the way for other branches of medicine, 
as its health professionals were subjected to intense and damning criticism by historians. 
Following Thomas Szasz and the anti-psychiatry movement and the works of Michel 
Foucault, psychiatrists (or ‘alienists’) were no longer portrayed as benevolent heroes and 
asylums as places of care and cure. Rather, psychiatrists were seen as oppressors of the 
people, forcing them into straitjackets of conformity in an industrial capitalist society 
and the asylum as the institutional setting which allowed such control. More recently, 
historians have begun to question this interpretation, arguing that the asylum, far from 
being a weapon in the hands of the profession and the establishment, was a contested 
site, subject to negotiation between different parties, including families and patients 
themselves. This collected volume is part of that revision and includes case studies of 
asylum histories from around the world. 
 A major theme is to dispute the medicalization of psychiatry and the growing power 
of the profession. For example, in her chapter on asylums in Victoria, Australia, Cathy 
Coleborne shows how families, police, asylum authorities and patients all played a role 
in negotiating admission and asylum experiences. Indeed the police even performed a 
medical role in late nineteenth-century Victoria. Elaine Murphy writing on nineteenth-
century London asylums, and Elizabeth Malcolm on nineteenth- and twentieth-century 
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Irish asylums, stress the role of the family in the committal process, questioning the 
supposed medical capture of madness by an incipient psychiatric profession. 
 One of the strengths of the volume is the extensive use by contributors of patients’ 
records. Andrea Dorries and Thomas Beddies analyse 4000 case histories in a Berlin 
psychiatric	hospital	from	1919	to	1960,	uncovering	patient	profiles	and	experiences	in	
that institution. Research of admission records by Harriet Deacon (South Africa) and 
Jacques Gasser and Genevieve Heller (Switzerland) demonstrate a complexity of medical 
and social criteria in the admission process. Analyzing the admissions to two asylums 
in	Victoria,	Canada,	David	Wright,	James	Moran	and	Sean	Gouglas	compare	patients’	
socio-economic status with that of the general population of Ontario, leading them to 
dispute the view of the asylum as a ‘dustbin’ for ‘useless and unwanted’ members of 
industrial society. 
	 Roy	Porter	has	been	one	of	the	most	prolific	writers	on	the	history	of	psychiatry	over	
the	last	few	decades.	While	he	did	not	contribute	a	chapter	to	this	volume,	he	wrote	
the introduction in his usual eloquent style, in which he discussed the historiography, 
drew together threads from the various contributions and raised questions. The book is 
dedicated to the memory of Roy Porter, whose recent death in 2002 was a sad loss to 
the history of psychiatry and the history of medicine generally. 
	 While	none	of	the	contributions	relate	to	New	Zealand,	the	volume	raises	questions	
for New Zealand historians of psychiatry and medicine. First is the dissemination of 
Western	medicine.	Writing	on	 India,	Sanjeev	 Jain	 shows	how	 shock	 therapies	were	
used	in	Indian	mental	hospitals	within	months	of	first	being	reported	in	European-based	
psychiatric journals. Porter comments in the introduction that this ‘internationalizing’ 
aspect of psychiatry has only recently received serious historical attention. New Zealand 
historians could well contribute to this discussion on the speed with which new ideas were 
transmitted around the globe. Secondly, as Porter also notes, the ‘new’ psychiatric history 
from the 1960s focused almost exclusively on Europe and North America. Only more 
recently has the discussion broadened to include the colonial context. Porter claims that 
this	is	of	particular	significance	to	the	historian	of	psychiatry	‘in	the	light	of	the	commonly	
held view that medicine — and by implication psychiatry — are intrinsically colonial 
pursuits: they colonize the body, colonize the patient’ (p.17). A study of psychiatry in 
the New Zealand colonial context might well reveal more complexities in the colonizing 
process, just as contributors to this volume found within their individual case studies. 
The volume raises questions and provides methodologies which New Zealand historians 
could	profitably	follow	up.

LINDA BRYDER
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SINCE	THE	MAGISTERIAL	WORK	of	V.T.	Harlow	historians	have	sought	to	explain	
the paradoxes in British imperial experience between 1760 and the end of the Napoleonic 
wars. By the end of this period its global reach was unsurpassed and it seemed that 
other European empires were held more as a consequence of British sufferance than as 
a result of military might. Yet in the middle of this period she had lost the largest chunk 
of her continental empire through a democratic revolution and the combined front of 
the forces of the Bourbon empire. Apparently averse to acquiring empires of settlement 
after 1763, she nonetheless continued to amass land territory and accrete a considerable 
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