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Te Wai Pounamu, The Greenstone Island: A History of the Southern Maori during the 
European Colonization of New Zealand. By Harry C. Evison. Aoraki Press, Well ington 
and Chr is tchurch, 1993. xxii, 582 pp. N Z price: $58.95. 

THIS BOOK is a good example of the way historians are inf luenced when they become 
deeply involved in the proceedings of the Waitangi Tribunal . Because all evidence is 
subjected to f ierce scrutiny the Tribunal has very high s tandards: the book, therefore, is 
thorough, scholarly and very well presented. In this respect it is a good deal better than 
much general history. It a lso has a clear focus on what interests the tribunal: whether there 
was injust ice in the loss of Maor i land or resources , fo l lowing European sett lement. T o 
an outsider , this may seem too narrow a focus for a book c la iming to be 'A His tory ' . It 
might be argued that there is more to a peop l e ' s deve lopment than the wrongs they have 
suf fered . In his fo reword , T ipene O ' Regan anticipates this object ion; 'For Ngai T a h u ' , he 
writes, ' their land claim . . . b ecame their culture. The gr ievance of dispossession became 
our focus and a source of g roup identi ty. ' It is not hard to see why. As Evison puts it (p.433) 
in 1840 Ngai Tahu had more land than any other tribe in New Zealand; by 1870, af ter 30 
years of British government , there was hardly a tribe more poorly off . The fo rmer hunt ing 
and food gather ing areas of Southern Maori were now the grazing and crop lands of a few 
relatively weal thy European men. Ev i son ' s brief, in assist ing Ngai Tahu before the 
tr ibunal, must have been to quest ion everyth ing about the negotiat ions whereby the land 
was al ienated. By the t ime he has ferre ted through all the documents , only one Crown 
off ic ia l involved in Maori matters , Edward Short land, emerges with honour . The rest of 
them — G o o d Governor Grey, Edward Eyre, Henry Tacy Kemp, and even the ostensibly 
contr i te Wal ter Mantel l — have been reduced to, in Alexander Ha ig ' s useful phrase, 
'dupl ic i tous bas tards ' . T o re inforce his point . Evison c o m m e n t s (p.339), 'Habitual 
dishonesty in high places . . . was beyond Maori unders tanding . ' All of this meticulously 
marshal led ev idence must have played its part in the t r ibunal ' s conclus ion on Ngai Tahu 
land claims, which Evison quotes : 'It cannot be disputed that, as a result of the C r o w n ' s 
numerous Treaty breaches, Ngai Tahu has suffered gr ievous economic l o s s . . . Ngai Tahu 
is plainly enti t led to very substantial compensa t ion ' (p.490). 

This impress ive book re inforces o n e ' s respect for the Waitangi Tribunal and its 
procedures , and leaves one in no doubt about the need for Crown reparation for past 
wrongs . However , it is a lso clear that the tr ibunal requires for its purposes a special kind 
of history, which one might label 'g r ievance his tory ' — the delineation of wrongs 
surviving f r o m the past, which , once identif ied must be put right. 

In a more general context of historical writ ing, however , one should not assume that 
m a j o r t ransi t ions occur solely because of the machinat ions of a few off icials . They may 
faci l i tate change but where broader social and economic pressures are at work, the 
activit ies of a f ew negot iators are not a suff ic ient explanat ion. There is, therefore, a need 
for d i f fe rent kinds of history in d i f ferent contexts . 'Gr ievance history ' should not become 
general history; and in the general context we should not neglect aspects of our past which 
are not relevant for Wai tangi Tribunal purposes . But equally an emphas i s on social and 
economic explanat ions does not f ree us f rom the need to redress breaches of the principles 
of the Treaty of Wai tangi . Evison has well earned the grateful praise which Tipene 
O ' R e g a n gives. Unfor tunate ly the book is too solid fo r most general readers, and it is to 
be hoped that he can fol low Claudia O r a n g e ' s example and write an illustrated booklet 
to d isseminate his f indings a m o n g the public. 
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