
102 REVIEWS 

intervention in Korea raised fears that it would also intervene in Southeast Asia. New 
Zealand then jo ined in f ive power talks about how to deter the Chinese in Southeast Asia. 
In this light, the Middle East commi tmen t seemed increasingly anachronist ic to Holland. 
As the British p lanned a C o m m o n w e a l t h Far East Strategic Reserve in Malaya, New 
Zealand commi t t ed an S A S Squadron (later an infantry battalion) and the airforce 
squadron was t ransfer red f rom Cyprus to Singapore . M c G i b b o n considers that the Korean 
W a r itself did not lead to the Southeast Asian commi tmen t , but the change in the general 
strategic situation, caused by C h i n a ' s intervention, did. The great d i l emma for New 
Zealand d ip lomacy, brought about by the Korean war, was the fear of Anglo-Amer ican 
d i f fe rences : 'The pursuit of a Brit ish-oriented policy within an Amer ican-domina ted 
international arena made diff icul t choices inevitable — unless Anglo-Amer ican unity 
was assured. ' 

The final merit of this book is its met iculous profess ional ism. It is ext remely well-
documen ted f r o m N e w Zealand, Austral ian. British and US archives. The appendices 
include the texts of seven UN resolut ions and lists the contr ibut ions to the UN forces, f rom 
21 countr ies . There are 102 photographs , 8 maps and 20 cartoons, including Gordon 
Minhinniek from the New Zealand Herald and Sid Scales from the Otago Daily Times. 

This vo lume is an exemplary vindicat ion of the exis tence of an Historical Branch 
charged with the task of p roducing off icial histories. It is the first vo lume of a series 
cover ing N e w Z e a l a n d ' s role in conf l ic ts since the Second World War. Amazingly , the 
publ isher printed only 500 copies so that by the time this review is read it will, no doubt, 
be out of print. May we hope that this is rect i f ied when the eagerly-awaited second 
volume, on naval, military and logistic operations of New Zealanders in Korea, is published? 

W. DAVID McINTYRE 
University of Canterbury 
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THE PERIOD 1943-1952 was a critical one in the deve lopment of New Zea l and ' s 
i nternational relations. Accounts of the ma jo r issues abound: the final stages of the Second 
Wor ld War , es tabl ishing the Uni ted Nat ions and the C o m m o n w e a l t h , the momen tous 
changes in Asia, the Cold W a r and Korean War, and the conclus ion of the A N Z U S and 
Japanese Peace treaties. 

T o this discussion Undiplomatic Dialogue brings the unique perspect ive of two of 
N e w Z e a l a n d ' s key public servants at the t ime: Carl Berendsen, w h o represented New 
Zealand in Canber ra and then Washington , and Alister Mcin tosh , w h o oversaw the 
es tabl i shment of a profess ional diplomat ic service. Both were knighted for their service 
to New Zea land . 

From their extens ive personal cor respondence , Ian McGibbon has selected and edited, 
with cons iderable skill, less than a quarter of their letters to show something of how they 
wrest led with the m o m e n t o u s issues of their day, if not of the twentieth century. The letters 
also provide fasc ina t ing insights into the domest ic , personal and professional worlds of 
their t ime, the early days of N e w Zealand d ip lomacy and the characters of each writer. The 
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result is a book which is hard to put down, f rom the fo reword by Frank Corner , w h o knew 
and worked with both Berendsen and Mcin tosh , through the admirable introduction by 
McGibbon , to the edited and annotated letters which compr i se the great major i ty of the 
book. 

In these letters Berendsen and Mcin tosh range f rom issues of broad principle, such as 
world order, collective security and the recognit ion of governments , to matters of detail, 
such as Berendsen ' s superannuat ion, a t tendance at meet ings , and the future of W.B. 
Sutch. They discuss what should be done and what could be done, f rom promot ing order 
in the o f f i ce to order in the world. 

Those inclined to the view that New Zealand was essential ly a fo l lower when shaping 
its foreign policy, first of the United Kingdom and then of the Uni ted States, should read 
these edited letters. These two key people, and others round them, were doing their own 
thinking, and developing a New Zealand perspect ive, of ten with a good deal of straight 
talking as v iews diverged sharply at t imes. For example , wri t ing f r o m Wash ing ton , 
Berendsen argued vigorously for a strong line against the Soviet Union and was genuinely 
concerned at M c i n t o s h ' s failure to see things rightly and clearly (see 28 July 1947). For 
his part Mcin tosh was not convinced that Berendsen has things right, and saw grounds for 
Russian fears about Uni ted States ' policy. He also took except ion to much in American 
policy and atti tudes (see 19 August 1947). 

On most other issues views were less divergent , but make for interest ing reading 
nonetheless , as Berendsen presents his views forceful ly and unequivocal ly , while 
M c i n t o s h ' s are more tempered. Church i l l ' s war t ime proposals for a regional approach to 
world order were considered inadequate and unsui table to global order . The format ion of 
the United Nations had the i rapprova l . but not the special posi t ions in the Securi ty Counci l 
reserved for the big powers , nor the veto provision. 

Relations with Austral ia ranged f rom the cordial and co-opera t ive to the irritable and 
frustrated. The Austral ians of ten appeared to be self-centred and self -seeking. The Evatt-
Burton period was especially diff icul t . 

There was pess imism over the future of Asia. Berendsen wrote on 14 February 1950, 
'1 entirely agree with your c o m m e n t that it is "perfect ly r id iculous" to pin our faith in Asia 
to economic a id ' , but acknowledged he did not ' know what any of us can do about As ia ' . 
There are doubts about the Dumbar ton Oaks plan, prospects of the newly f o r m e d 
Commonwea l th , the Japanese Peace Treaty and much more. There is annoyance over 
many British and US actions and policies. 

As predictors of general e lect ions their skills are woefu l ly inadequate , a l though their 
observat ions of the personal i t ies and issues are invariably insightful , as are their 
comment s on their political masters, some of w h o m they respected deeply . The letters 
reveal the high regard in which each held the other, and also their genuine f r iendship . 
Although Berendsen ' s jun io r and clearly more deferent ia l in the first f ew years, by the end 
of the period Mcin tosh did not hesitate to put Berendsen in his p lace w h e n he had gone 
too far. Mcintosh was suited for the Wel l ington of f ice whi le Berendsen was clearly suited 
for the Washington position. 

Any such selection leaves many loose ends, quest ions and dis junct ions . T o what extent 
do other letters reveal they changed their th inking af ter d iscuss ion and ref lec t ion? Ian 
M c G i b b o n ' s annotat ions are, for the most part, helpful . A little more commen ta ry would 
have helped the f low without intruding on the letters. 

Overall it is hard to imagine anyone with an interest in N e w Zealand history, politics, 
international relations, and sociology fail ing to f ind this book fasc inat ing and rewarding. 

ALAN C. SIMPSON 
University of Waikato 


