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statutes (and treaties?) had to be const rued as they were unders tood by the legislature at 
the t ime of their passage, F. C h a p m a n , were he alive, could make an interest ing 
contr ibution to the current Wai tangi industry. 

Frederick Chapman was a member of most organizat ions devoted to the advancement 
of knowledge , a keen collector of Maori art ifacts and, as vice-president of the Australa-
sian Associat ion for the Advancemen t of Science, initiated the move to name the area of 
the Pacif ic Ocean between Austral ia and N e w Zealand the Tasman Sea. As a j udge he is 
shown to have a direct and down- to-ear th approach, mak ing use of his work ing 
knowledge of many languages and his knowledge of both Engl ish and Austral ian law. 

The book is well printed by the Victor ia Universi ty Press, and is well i l lustrated, but 
has the annoying feature of far too much interest ing in format ion being tucked away in 
reference notes at the end of the book. There is no bibl iography and the index yields only 
page numbers . What Dr Spiller has done is to picture for us three veri table giants in the 
realm of N e w Zealand law and, more part icularly in the case of Frederick, to give an 
interesting, narrowly focused , s ingle-sex, g l impse of t imes now gone and of life styles no 
longer possible. The broader picture will require wider research. 

IAN WARDS 
Wellington 

Independence and Foreign Policy. New Zealand in the world since 1935. By Malcolm 
McKinnon . Auckland Universi ty Press, Auckland , 1993. xiv, 329 pp. N Z price: $34.95. 

MALCOLM McKINNON'S Independence and Foreign Policy is an example of historical 
writing at its best: stylish, thoughtful , ideologically unbl inkered, generous ly d rawing 
f rom a range of studies, unostentat iously displaying extensive explorat ion of the literature 
and some hard slog in pr imary sources. Wi th some 300 pages of text and nearly 30 pages 
of bibl iography, appendix and index, it is a substantial work . It is avowedly , and 
necessarily, a survey volume. M c K i n n o n does not seek to wri te revisionist history, 
al though he is de termined to look coolly and careful ly at the record of over half a century, 
not merely to chorus approval for each t ime N e w Zealand steps out of line. 

Reflect ions and observat ions upon concepts of ' i ndependence ' p rovide the study with 
a loose coherence. M c K i n n o n sees N e w Z e a l a n d ' s pursuit of independence in te rms of an 
interplay of loyal dissent and vigorous defence of interest — ' speak ing up ' — w i t h i n a 
wider f r amework , an accepted distr ibution of power . And by the end, whi le cont inuing 
to seek and to f ind continuit ies , at a t ime when the C o m m o n w e a l t h had ceased to be central 
to N e w Zealand v iews of the world, he boldly discerns a catalyst in the A N Z U S crisis, 
leading to a 'nationalist phenomenon . . . d i f ferent in k ind and not jus t degree f r o m the 
ideas of independence ' of the past: ' power now informs the not ion of i ndependence ' . 

McKinnon presents a thoughtful examinat ion of how N e w Zealand , through its 
off icial spokespeople , expressed and pursued ' i ndependen t ' pol icy, and their d i f fe r ing 
approaches to independence over the decades as the f r a m e w o r k or context changed . He 
shows no sign of ever fal l ing into the error of perce iv ing history as the product of Great 
Men: his study is not an at tempt to f ind h o w N e w Z e a l a n d ' s of f ic ia ls and poli t icians came 
to adopt part icular stances — it is conclus ions , not d iscuss ion, that interest McKinnon . 
Nor is there a compara t ive d imension. The result is wha t might be d e e m e d a ' c lean ' text: 
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without doubts or hesi tancy, N e w Zealand moves on its unique path through history. 
The re are some disappoint ing and avoidable blemishes . An index entry may comprise 

a string of undi f ferent ia ted page numbers , and while the index is impressively full , it does 
not lack chaot ic features . In qui te a few cases it appears a matter of chance whether a 
person achieves index status, or whether , having achieved such status, he or she will be 
indexed for every reference . There is an occasional mis take which should have been 
picked up: for example the listing of Frank O ' F l y n n as Foreign Affa i r s Minis ter 1984-87 
and, mos t str ikingly, a s ta tement that the French agents caught af ter the Rainbow Warrior 
af fa i r were never brought to trial. These part icular mistakes probably reflect the fact that 
the work moves f r o m decades heavily researched to less heavily researched commenta ry 
on more recent years. There can also be disconcert ing j u m p s in the narrative. Somet imes 
individuals flit across the page dropping an apt remark or simply express ing a viewpoint , 
and then d isappear f r o m sight. Footnote ci tat ions of ten make little concess ion to the casual 
reader. An entire book may be given as a reference , a citation so abbreviated that its 
mean ing has to be t racked down. 

The work should be c o m m e n d e d not as a trai lblazer but as a wel l - rounded, nicely 
expressed, commenta ry on N e w Z e a l a n d ' s external relations since 1935. Anyone wishing 
to explore some facet of N e w Zealand foreign policy in this per iod would f ind this an 
excel lent starting point for study — once having grasped the broad background which is 
rather taken for granted — and will be grateful for the extensive citations and full 
b ibl iography. This will be a book students of fore ign policy will want to read and will like 
to quote . 

G.A. WOOD 
University of Otago 

New Zealand and the Korean War, Volume 1: Politics and Diplomacy. By Ian McGibbon. 
Oxfo rd Universi ty Press in associat ion with the Historical Branch . Depar tment of Internal 
Affa i rs , Auck land . 1992. 468 pp. N Z price: $69.95 

THIS IS. without doubt , the best book wri t ten so far on N e w Zea l and ' s external affairs. 
Al though Kayfo rce w a s only a bit p layer in the 21-nat ion coalit ion which went to the 
rescue of South Korea under the banner of the United Nat ions in 1950 (and it was known 
as the ' forgot ten fo rce ' ) , N e w Z e a l a n d ' s contr ibut ion, as a proport ion of populat ion, was 
second only to that of the Uni ted States. M c G i b b o n shows that this contr ibution was also 
a most s ignif icant episode in the evolut ion of N e w Z e a l a n d ' s role in world affairs. The 
book deserves the highest praise and a wide readership because of f ive virtues. 

Firstly, it provides clear j u d g e m e n t on the causes and course of the war. It is divided 
into two parts. The first deals with the North Korean invasion, the U N forces ' retreat to 
Pusan, the Inchon landings and the recovery of South Korea. At the time, it was believed 
that Wor ld W a r III was about to begin, that Korea was a Soviet- inspired diversion before 
assaults on the Middle East and Wes te rn Europe. Revis ionis t historians latertried to argue 
that South Korea engineered the war. M c G i b b o n sees ' ove rwhe lming circumstantial 
ev idence ' that Kim II-Sung, the North Korean leader, p lanned the attack. He says that the 
' case for Chinese inst igation is not s t rong ' and that the Soviet Union , while willing to go 
a long with the adventure , had urged caution. The second part of the book deals with the 
period af ter Oc tober 1950, when U N forces a t tempted to re-unify Korea, which led to 


